
 

 

WORKSHOP 
Environmental Law Education: A clinical approach 

12 November 2008, Mexico City, Mex. 
Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico City Campus 

Room: Aula Magna 5 
 

A workshop organized by the Secretariat of the North American Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC) www.cec.org and hosted by Center for Dialogue and Analysis on North 

America (CEDAN) 
 

Agenda 
 

This meeting has three purposes: take a closer look at experiential learning challenges in North 
America; raise awareness on the opportunities for developing environmental law clinics within 
Mexican universities; and to advance the citizen submissions on enforcement matters process 

through public interest advocacy 
For more information or registration please visit the CEC calendar of events  

CEC will arrange for transportation from Hotel Paraíso Radisson (for speakers only) and Fiesta Americana (only for 
IUCN participants). For room location, please visit the Tecnológico de Monterrey map  

 
8:30  Registration of participants 
 
 
9:00  Welcoming remarks 

Isabel Studer, Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey will 
welcome participants and introduce the areas of work of CEDAN. 
 
 
Evan Lloyd, CEC Director of Programs, will provide a general overview of the 
CEC and a brief description of the submissions on enforcement matters under 
NAAEC Articles 14 and 15. 
 
 

9:10  Keynote Speaker 
Eric Dannenmaier, Indiana University, will open the workshop and set the agenda 
for discussion. He will address participants on the potential opportunities for 
raising effective law enforcement issues within a clinical context and present 
contrasting aspects between litigation clinics and policy clinics. 

http://www.ccm.itesm.mx/nuestrocampus/mapa.html
http://www.cec.org/calendar/index.cfm?varlan=english


 

 

 
Panel: Implementation of environmental law clinics in North America 
 
  Moderator: Keila Barrera, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana 
 
9:30 Experiential learning in legal education 
 Guadalupe Barrena, Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas (CIDE), 

will provide an overview of the opportunity that clinical education presents to 
students through actual experience, with real cases and real clients. The speaker 
will share its understanding on how learning by experience works when addressing 
public concerns in the legal system. 

 
9:45  Effective client representation of public interest clients 

Luis Vera, partner, Vera & Carvajal, will address key issues affecting the 
representation of public interest clients. He will talk about the development of a 
professional identity through clinical and pro-bono activities, the quality aspects of 
representing public interest clients, an 
d other technical disciplines surrounding the practice of environmental law. 

 
10:00 Strategic litigation within a law clinic context 

William Amos, University of Ottawa, will talk to participants on clinic pedagogy 
and strategic litigation to achieve social and legal change in the interpretation and 
enforcement of laws. 

 
10:15  Coffee Break 
 
10:30  Environmental advocacy and successful private practice  

John Bonine, University of Oregon School of Law, will address participants on 
factors affecting the successful development of a public interest law career and how 
internships and law clinic programs can help forge future lawyers in the 
environmental law field. 
 

10:45  Question & answer period and discussion 
 
Roundtable: Starting, funding and maintaining an environmental law clinic projects 
 
  Moderator: Lee Paddock, The George Washington University Law School 
 
11:30 This roundtable will provide the public with the opportunity to hear from clinic 

directors on issues related to challenges in opening, fundraising and maintaining a 
law clinic.  

• Calvin Sandborn, University of Victoria, Director of the 
Environmental Law Center  

• Deborah Sivas, Stanford University, Director of the Stanford 
Environmental Law Clinic. 



 

 

• Hugo Carrasco, Laboratorio de enseñanza práctica del derecho, 
Facultad de Derecho, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. 
(Experiential learning laboratory, Faculty of Law, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico) 

 
 

12:20  Question & answer period and discussion 
 

13:20-14:20 Lunch break 
 
Panel: Protecting the environment through clinical education 
 
  Moderator: Martín Gutiérrez Lacayo, Joint Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) 
 
14:30  Clinical education and the litigation of biodiversity issues 

Michael Harris, Environmental Law Clinic Partnership, University of Denver, will 
address participants in how a law clinic can be related to the protection of 
biodiversity and how it is linked to other university departments. 
 

14:45  Strategic issues in public interest litigation 
Astrid Puentes Riaño, Co-Director of the Asociación Interamericana para la 
Defensa del Ambiente (Interamerican Association for Environmental Defense, 
AIDA), will present her experience in litigation development, case selection and 
strategic considerations in raising public environmental awareness. 

 
15:00  Litigation by environmental NGOs 

Gustavo Alanís, JPAC Member and President of Centro Mexicano de Derecho 
Ambiental (Mexican Center of Environmental Law, CEMDA), will present an 
overview of the work being conducted at CEMDA, with particular emphasis on 
environmental litigation. 
 

15:15 The case for an enforcement matters law clinic 
Svitlana Kravchenko, University of Oregon School of Law, will discuss issues 
related to public participation in environmental law enforcement. The speaker will 
provide an insight on the opportunities to look at enforcement matters from a 
clinical perspective. 

 
15:30  Questions & answers period and discussion 
 
16:30  Adjournment 


