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Assessing the Environmental Effects of Trade
Commission for Environmental Cooperation of

North America

Thursday, 17 January 2002

9:00 Opening of Meeting
• Objectives of Meeting and Context
• Roundtable Introductions

9:20 The Emerging Trade and Environmental Agendas: Setting the Context
• Professor Sylvia Ostry, University of Toronto
• Professor Konrad von Moltke, International Institute for Sustainable Development

Questions and Discussion

10:00 Session One:
The Current State of Play in Environmental Assessments/Reviews of Trade:
What Works, What Doesn’t, What's Next?
• Approaches to Environmental Assessments: Progress in Modeling and Tools: Kevin

Gallagher, Tufts University, Cambridge, Mass.

Discussants: Mike Ferrantino, US International Trade Commission, Washington and
Claudia Schatan, Comisión Económica para America Latina y el Caribe, Mexico

Discussion: The Tools for Environmental Assessments continue to improve.  Are better
tools translating into better policy-making options?

11:00 Break

11:15 Session Two:
Environmental Assessment at the National and Institutional Levels:
• Presentation by the Government of Canada
• Presentation by Government of Mexico
• Presentation by the Government of the United States

Discussants: Paul Faeth, World Resources Institute and Charles Di Leva, World Bank

Possible Areas of Discussion: 1) Is there such a thing as “best practices” for
environmental assessments? 2) Would closer cooperation among government and
institutions improve assessments? 3) Would regional cooperation on environmental
assessments improve assessments and policy outcomes?

13:00 Working Lunch: Hosted by CEC
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Information Session:

(a) The Use of Precaution in Domestic Environmental Laws in Canada, Mexico and the
United States: Professor David Wirth, Boston University and Professor Manuel
Gonzalez-Oropeza, UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México)

(b) Preparations for NAFTA Environment and Trade Joint Ministerial Meeting

14:15 Session Four:
Liberalization of North America’s Energy Sector: Electricity and Environment
• Update of the CEC Secretariat’s work to date
• Discussion and Next Steps

15:00 Break

15:15 Session Five: Environmental Impacts and Liberalization of the Agricultural Sector
Session Chair: Sarah Richardson, Meander Enterprises, Montreal

• Overview:  Professor C. Ford Runge, University of Minnesota
• Have Past Forecasts of Trade Liberalization in the Agricultural Sector Been Right?

Implications for ex ante approaches, Chantal Line Carpentier, Environment,
Economy and Trade, CEC, Montreal

Discussants: Bruce Junkins, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and Michael Brody,
Environmental Protection Agency, Washington

Possible Questions for Discussion:  1) Are there lessons from past predictions that can
guide future-based assessments? And 2) Can environmental futures and scenarios provide
guidance to ex ante assessments?

17:00 Session Five: Continued
Environmental Impacts in the Agricultural Sector: A Question of Measurement
• Agro-Environmental Indicators: Kevin Parris, Agriculture Division, OECD, Paris
• Agro-Biodiversity and Trade Liberalization: Scott Vaughan and Hans Herrman, CEC

18:00 Close of First Day
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Friday, 18 January 2002

8:30 Continental Breakfast

9:00 Open of Meeting: Summary of First Day

9:15 Session Six: Case Study: Liberalization of the Maize Sector
• Professor Alejandro Nadal, Col. Pedregal de Santa Teresa, Mexico
• Professor Frank Ackerman, Tufts University, Cambridge, Mass.

Possible Areas of Discussion: 1) Is there enough information on the effects of maize
liberalization to implement policy responses or safety nets? And 2) Can lessons from
maize be extended to other commodities?

10:15 Break

10:30 Final Session: Policy Links
Are Environmental Reviews Affecting Public Policy?
Session Chair: John Kirton, University of Toronto

• Dale Andrew, Trade Directorate, OECD, Paris
• Professor David Ervin, Portland State University and Winrock International

Possible Discussion Areas: 1) Have past environmental reviews/assessments of trade
made a difference either in trade or environmental policy?  2) Are they likely to in the
future? And 3) Do effective ways exists that actively involve the public in increasingly
technical environmental assessments?

12:00 Close of Meeting


